1. Biodiversity Conservation Acts in India:

Biodiversity, the intricate web of life on Earth, is crucial for the functioning
of ecosystems and the well-being of all living organisms. India has recognized the
significance of biodiversity conservation and has enacted several acts to protect
its rich natural heritage. These acts aim to ensure sustainable use of biodiversity
resources, protection of wildlife, and the preservation of ecological balance. Here's
an overview of key biodiversity conservation acts in India:

1. Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: This act seeks to safeguard wildlife and their
habitats. It prohibits hunting, capturing, and trading in endangered species. It also
establishes protected areas and regulates activities within these zones.

2. Environmental Protection Act, 1986: While not solely focused on biodiversity,
this act provides a framework for environmental protection and pollution control.
It's essential for maintaining a healthy ecosystem.

3. Biological Diversity Act, 2002: Enacted in 2003, this act recognizes the
importance of biodiversity and the need for its conservation. It promotes
sustainable use of resources, conservation of biological diversity, and equitable
sharing of benefits arising from utilization.

4. National Biodiversity Authority Act, 2002: This act, enacted in 2003,
establishes the National Biodiversity Authority to regulate access to genetic
resources and associated traditional knowledge. It ensures fair and equitable
sharing of benefits.

5. Biodiversity Rules, 2004: These rules provide a framework for implementing the
Biological Diversity Act. They cover procedures for obtaining approvals for
accessing biological resources and sharing benefits.

6. Green India Mission: Part of the National Action Plan on Climate Change, this
mission focuses on the conservation and sustainable management of forest
resources, including biodiversity.

7. National Wildlife Action Plan, 2017: This plan outlines strategies for the
conservation of wildlife and their habitats. It emphasizes habitat management,

species recovery, and the involvement of local communities.
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Year

1972

1986

2002

2003

2004

2010

2017

Biodiversity Act Description

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 Protection and conservation of wildlife species

Environmental Protection Act, 1986 Framework for environmental protection and
pollution control

Biological Diversity Act, 2002 Conservation of biological diversity, sustainable

use of resources

National Biodiversity Authority Act, Establishment of National Biodiversity

2002 Authority

Biodiversity Rules, 2004 Rules for implementing the Biological Diversity
Act

Green India Mission (under NAPCC) Conservation and sustainable management of

forest resources
National Wildlife Action Plan, 2017 Framework for wildlife conservation and

management

2. Forest Conservation Acts in India:

Indian Forest Act, 1927: The Indian Forest Act of 1927, a significant legislation,
governs how forests are used, managed, and materials transported. It was
established during colonial times to ensure sustainable forest use.

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980: The Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980 is vital
for preserving forests and biodiversity. It restricts forestland diversion for non-
forest purposes, preventing their depletion.

Forest Conservation Act, 1988: Introduced in 1988, the Forest Conservation Act
focuses on safeguarding forests and wildlife. [t empowers state governments to
designate protected areas, enhancing conservation efforts.

National Afforestation and Eco-Development Board Act, 2002: The 2002 Act
created the National Afforestation and Eco-Development Board, promoting
afforestation and eco-development activities. This initiative aims to restore
ecological balance.

Forest Rights Act, 2006: Known as the Forest Rights Act, it acknowledges the
rights of forest-dwelling communities over traditional forest lands, encouraging

community-based conservation.
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6. Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016: Enacted in 2016, this Act
addresses environmental damage due to forestland diversion. It allocates funds to

afforestation, reforestation, and wildlife conservation.

Year Forest Act Description
1927 Indian Forest Act, 1927 Regulates forest use, produce, and transit
1980 Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 Ensures forest conservation and biodiversity,

restricts diversion
1988 Forest Conservation Act, 1988 Focuses on the protection of forests and wildlife

2002 National Afforestation and Eco-Development Establishes the National Afforestation and Eco-

Board Act, 2002 Development Board
2006 Forest Rights Act, 2006 Recognizes rights of forest-dwelling communities
2016 Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 Utilizes funds for afforestation and reforestation
projects

These acts collectively underline India's commitment to preserving its ecological heritage,
promoting sustainable development, and ensuring a balanced coexistence between human
society and the natural world. By adhering to these regulations, India is striving to secure its

natural heritage for the benefit of present and future generations.
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